BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
He told them, *I found his Majesty wished I should talk,
and I made it my business to talk. I find it does a man good
to be talked to by his Sovereign.'
During all the time in which Dr Johnson was employed in
relating to the circle at Sir Joshua Reynolds's the particulars
of what passed between the King and him, Dr Goldsmith
remained unmoved upon a sopha at some distance, affecting
not to join in the least in the eager curiosity of the company.
He assigned as a reason for his gloom and seeming in-
attention, that he apprehended Johnson had relinquished his
purpose of furnishing him with a Prologue to his play, with
the hopes of which he had been flattered; but it was strongly
suspected that he was fretting with chagrin and envy at the
singular honour Dr Johnson had lately enjoyed. At length,
the frankness and simplicity of his natural character pre-
vailed. He sprung from the sopha, advanced to Johnson, and
in a kind of flutter, from imagining himself in the situation
which he had just been hearing described, exclaimed, 'Well,
you acquitted yourself in this conversation better than I
should have done; for I should have bowed and stammered
through the whole of it.'
Johnson's diary affords no light as to his employment at
this time. He passed three months at Lichfield; and I cannot
omit an affecting and solemn scene there, as related by him-
self : -
'Sunday, Oct. 18, 1767. Yesterday, Oct. 17, at about ten
in the morning, I took my leave for ever of my dear old
friend, Catharine Chambers, who came to live with my
mother about 1724, and has been but little parted from us
since. She buried my father, my brother, and my mother.
She is now fifty-eight years old.5
el desired all to withdraw, then told her that we were to
part for ever; that as Christians, we should part with prayer;
and that I would, if she was willing, say a short prayer be-
side her. She expressed great desire to hear me; and held up
her poor hands, as she lay in bed, with great fervour, while I
prayed, kneeling by her.
1 then kissed her. She told me, that to part was the greatest
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